


ARCHITECTURE

This site combines several architectural styles of the
Mayan area, such as Petén, with large bases on sloping
panels in structure 10, the Twins and the Acropolis.

The Chenes style is spectacular in the zoomorphic
facades of the Acropolis. The Puuc style can be seen in
the decoration of two venues on the the Ball Game's
north side. The East Coast style is in the miniature shrines
of the Oval Palace, Structure 10, and on the platforms
and altars at the center of the plazas. There are also
specific elements, which combined with the
aforementioned, create a fusion which makes this site
unique, such as its
ornamental elements and
stepped slopes of the Ball
Game and the Acropolis.
Unlike other sites where
elements and
architectural shapes are
repeated, each structure
in Ek’ Balam is different
from the rest, and
although some details are
replicated, each structure
remains unique.
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The Acropolis
or Structure 1

Sakbé 1
Sakbé 2
Walls

Oval Palace
Arc
Structure 18
The Twins
Nun Palace
South Plaza
Ball Game
Structure 2
North Plaza
Structure 3
Structure 4
West Plaza
East Plaza

DID YOU KNOW...?

SOME FIGURES

The Acropolis is among the largest
constructions in Mesoamerica.

The Ukit Kan Lek Tok’ Mausoleum has a
unique facade throughout the Mayan
Area.

The Acropolis was the royal palace and
more than 70 enclosures have been
found in just half of the building.

The names of five of the rulers of Talol's
kingdom are known.

The mortuary offering of King Ukit Kan
Lek Tok’ is one of the richest in the
Mayan Area.

‘ Thanks to its glyphic engravings, many historical data and
5 the names of 5 of its rulers are known.

The main zoomorphic facade, located on the Fourth Level of

j*t the Acropolis, was called Sak Xok Naah, "the white house of

......

reading", according to a hieroglyphic engraving found there.

YOU CAN'T MISS...

e The numerous cenotes of the area: the cenote XCanche'is located
within Ek’Balam; the cenote Zaci is in the center of Valladolid, and
near the city you can visit the cenotes X'keken and Sambula.

® The colonial city of Valladolid, 27 km away from Ek’ Balam,
preserves many old buildings and churches, in the center and in
the old neighborhoods. The church of San Servasio, in the main
square, and the convent of Sisal, in the neighborhood of the same
name, are specially important to visit. Several festivities are
celebrated in Valladolid, such as the Candelaria, from January
26th to February 3rd; the February carnival; the "First spark of the
Revolution" on June 3rd and 4th; the guilds and processions in
October and Hanal Pixan in November.

e The abundant and tasty typical food, like the poc chuc, the
lomitos, the escabeche oriental, the cochinita pibil, the relleno
negro and several meals like its famous sausage, the panuchos
and salbutes, turkey broths, different types of tamales, such as the
chachacuaj, the "espelén” bread (a typical tamal of the area) and
the pibiwaj. Typical sweets such as yuca fritters, melada pumpkin
and many others.
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