
DISCOVER 
ITYOURSELF 

There are five pre- Hispan ic roads, located in the direction of the 
cardinal points. Sak be 2 , one of the two on th e south side, is the 
largest and runs into Structure 18, w hich is a main access t o the 
Walled Enclosure, and was so in pre-H ispanic t imes. 

Comp let ely surround ing the cent ral hub of t he site are two wa l ls, 
protec tin g th e main st ructu res of th e Nort h and Sout h plazas; the 
Third Wall connects the main bui ld ings. 

BRIEF 
HISTORICAL REVIEW 

Ek 'Bolom wos populoted from the Middle Preclossic 
period (300 BC - AD 300) ond continued so until the 
orrivol of the Sponiords; its opogee wos during the Lote 
Clossic (AD 770-896), reoching o wide development with 
very clossic Mayan feotures. lt has elements of the most 
outstonding sites, such os three wolls, five sak be'oob or 
Mayan roods, corved steloe ond o bol/ gome. The kingdom 

of Talo/ ochieved greot power thonks to King Ukit Kan 
Lek Tok' ond to o lesser ex tent by those who succeeded 
him on the throne. He maintained his mostery by meons 
of weapons , oppropriating the work force ond resources 
of the settlements under his swoy, since its inhobitonts 

would be insufficient for the works undertoken , such os 
the royo! poloce we now col/ the Acropolis, with unique 
feotures, Jorge volume ond complex orchitecturol 
distribu t ion, os we/1 as numerous ene/asures, which keep 
its history and tha t of its successors in paintings ond 
reliefs made on different surfoces. 

There are three larger buildings in t he Sout h Plaza, th e Oval 
Palace o r Structure 16; The Twins or Struct ure 17, and St ructure 
10. In the middle of them is th e Platform of the Stelae . 

In the middle of the two plazas is th e Ball Game, wi th several 
constructive stages, o ne of them wit h Puuc deco rati on . 

The largest and oldest bui ld ings are in th e North Plaza. 
Structures 2 and 3, w hich haven't been exp lored, and the 
Acropolis or Royal Palace. 

The influence of the Talo/ kingdom spreod to the 
outskirts ond even to Chichen ltzá, which in its early 
development stoges embroced the techniques ond 
moteriols used in mural pointings ond stucco modellings, 
os well as in its eorly pottery, elemen ts which hove cleor 
feotures created in Ek' Bolom 
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9 The Acropolis or Structure 1 

160 meters long and 60 met ers wide, it is th e largest of Ek' 
Balam; it is also 32 met ers high, but cou ld have been up to 40 
meters. lt has 6 superimposed levels, distr ibut ed on one central 
body and t wo east and west wi ngs, in w hich there are plazas with 
several const ructi ons. Th e main access is a wide st aircase, 
although there are many ot her accesses. The enc losures show 
different arch itec tur al f eatur es anda decoration w ith stucco 
mode ling and paint ings, representin g warr iors, deities, mythical 
be ings, celesti al bod ies, anim als, plants and very colorful 
geomet r ic fi gures; while t he ma in zoomorphic facade, the Ukit 
Kan Lek Tok' mausoleum , was never painted. 



This site combines severa/ architectural styles of the 
Mayan oreo, such os Petén, with Jorge bases on sloping 
ponels in structure 10, the Twins ond the Acropolis. 

The Chenes style is spectoculor in the zoomorphic 

foco des of the Acropolis. The Puuc style con be seen in 

the decoration of two ven u es on the the Bol/ Gome's 
north side. The Eost Coost style is in the minioture shrines 
of the Oval Polo ce, Structure 10, ond on the plotforms 

ond oltors ot the center of the plazos. There ore o/so 

specific elements, which combined with the 
oforementioned, creote o fusion which mokes this site 

unique, such os its 
ornamental elements and 
stepped slopes of the Bol/ 

Gome ond the Acropolis. 
Unlike other sites where 
elements ond 

orchitectural shopes ore 

repeoted, eoch structure 
in Ek' Bolom is different 

from the rest, ond 
olthough some detoils ore 
replicoted, eoch structure 

remoins unique. 
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SOME FIGURES , 
5 

Th anks t o its g lyphi c engravings, many histori cal dat a and 
th e names of s of it s ru lers are know n. 

Th e main zoomorphic facade, loc ated on the Fourth Leve l of 
th e Acrop o lis, was ca lled Sak Xok Naah, "th e w hit e house of 
reading", accordin g t o a hiero gly ph ic engraving found there. 

YOU CAN'T MISS ... 

• The numerous cenotes of the a rea: the cenote XCanche' is located 
within Ek' Balam; the cenote Zaci is in the center ofVallado lid, and 
near the city you can visit the cenotes X'keken and Sambula. 

• The colonial city ofValladolid, 27 km away from Ek' Balam, 
preserves many old buildings and churches, in the center and in 
the old neighborhoods. The church ofSan Servasio, in the main 
square, and the convent of Sisal, in the neighborhood of the same 
name, are specially important to visit. Several festivities are 
celebrated in Valladolid, such as the Candelaria, from January 
26th to February 3rd; the February carnival; the "First spark ofthe 
Revolution" on June 3rd and 4th; the guilds and processions in 
October and Hanal Pixan in November. 

• The abundant and tasty typical food , like the poc chuc, the 
lomitos, the escabeche oriental, the cochinita pibil, the relleno 
negro and several meals like its famous sausage, the panuchos 
and salbutes, turkey broths, different types of tamales, such as the 
chachacuaj, the "espelón" bread (a typical tamal of the a rea) and 
the pibiwaj. Typical sweets such as yuca fritters, melada pumpkin 
and many others. 
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