


ARCHITECTURE 

A series of architectural elements characterize the 
ancient city of Cempoala, such as the use of nver 
cobblestones in the construction of platforms. Stone 
stepped frets and e/ay arrowhead-shaped finials top off 
cornices creating distinctive profiles. 
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In 1968 a tomb was found in the Platform of the Temple 
of Death that contained an image of Mixtecacihuatl 
(Mictlan-place of death and cihuatl-woman), which means 
"Goddess of Dead Women." 

The Goddess of Dead Women was associated with 
eighteen human skulls that carne from children, men, and 
women. 

The first six steps and the lower tier of the Platform of 
the Temple of Death have survived with their original wall 
ornaments. 

Archaeologists found 1460 skeletons that represent the 
number of four 365-day solar years in the Platform of the 
Temple of the Little Faces. 

AND DON'T MISS ... 

• Year round the Cempoala region is full of activities, such as 
patron saint celebrations from February 2 in Chalahuite, where 
Our Lady of Candlemas, the patron saint of the community, is 
feted. This is followed by the patron saint's day of Cempoala 
on March 19, when Saint Joseph of the Mountain is celebrated. 
Carnival is a majar celebration in Veracruz, Coyolillo, and Cardel. 


